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What others are saying about 
the legacy path

As the entire D6 movement has grown up in recent years, Brian Haynes 
has been a consistent voice of  practical instruction for parents and 
leaders who are ready to begin the journey. The Legacy Path joins together 
the “hows” and the “whys” of  godly parenting in a fresh and exciting 
way that I can’t wait to share with our congregation. Intensely inspiring 
and profoundly biblical, this book will positively impact your family for 
generations to come.

Ryan Rush
Senior Pastor, Bannockburn Baptist Church 

If  you are looking for a way to lead your kids to have a lasting faith in 
Jesus Christ “so that they may enjoy long life” (Deut. 6) then I would 
strongly recommend The Legacy Path because it is simple, practical, and 
transformational.  Through The Legacy Path, Brian Haynes has provided a 
great resource that will help families, of  every shape and size, bring Christ 
and Christ-like living back into the center of  their home.

Mark Holmen
Author, Pastor and Missionary to the Faith@Home Movement

Faithathome.com
 



The Legacy Path is written by my good friend Brian Haynes who has had 
a front row seat for years as a practitioner of  youth and family ministry. 
Brian loves his Savior, his bride, his children, the church, the Gospel and 
the next generation! The Legacy Path is a great gift to the church and should 
be read by every parent. I cannot wait to get this book in the hands of  our 
parents at Providence.

Steve Wright
Pastor of  Family Discipleship

Providence Baptist Church
Author of  reThink and ApParent Privilege

Parenting is not simply about raising kids. Parenting advances the 
Kingdom of  Christ to the ends of  the Earth! The Legacy Path brings 
this compelling biblical vision into every day family life. Writing from a 
deep love for God and His Word, Haynes will encourage and equip you 
to impact your family for generations to come. 

Dr. Rob Rienow
Visionary Family Ministries

www.visionaryfam.com

The most effective strategy for reaching the generations with the 
Gospel requires that parents be intimately involved with the 
discipleship of  their children. Brian Haynes has once again served the 
church, this time giving parents a biblical and workable strategy to 
carry out their primary responsibility. Every Christian parent should 
get this book and put it into practice. I commend it without 
reservation.

 
Randy Stinson, Ph.D. 

Dean, School of  Church Ministries 
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

President, The Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood
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foreWord

You are holding in your hand a wonderful parenting plan. I will tell 
you right from the beginning, this plan works. It’s not simple, not 

always easy, but it works. The plan has at the core of  its foundation 
an ancient text. We call those ancient writings the Bible. The Bible, 
of  course, is the Word of  God, and although it was not written as a 
parenting manual, it contains the truth you need to develop a practical 
parenting plan giving you the best shot at building a legacy of  faith with 
your family. Unfortunately, too many people parent by circumstance 
and chance. Some families put more time and energy into planning their 
annual family vacation than energizing their children’s spiritual lives. We 
know we are to build a legacy of  faith from generation to generation 
but we just don’t know what to do. If  you read this book, you will be 
pointed in exactly the right direction. 
My wife, Cathy, and I were not raised on the principles of  this book. 
We are first-generation Christians and frankly, when we got married and 
started raising children, we had no idea what it meant to parent toward 
a legacy. Like so many others in our generation, we were just trying to 
make it through Friday. We experimented. We reacted and overreacted. 
We imitated our own parents and then tried to do just the opposite at 
other times. There were times we lost heart and grew weary. We have 
experienced our deepest ecstasy and strongest struggles in the parenting 
arena. Raising our three daughters to become responsible adults who love 
God is part joy and part guerrilla warfare! Yet today we would say that 
our greatest calling in life is to build a legacy of  faith from generation to 
generation. 

This book will give you a foundation and plan to develop a common 
purpose to your parenting. I have the rare privilege on almost a daily basis 
to interview parenting and family experts through my radio broadcast. I 
have read hundreds of  books on parenting. I absolutely love this book! It’s 
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foundational. It’s practical. It will help you develop a common language 
to your parenting and family life. Too often we parent by trial and error 
without a clear picture of  our objectives or end goal. This book will help 
you find your place in building a legacy. 

Brian Haynes is a new and fresh voice in the world of  family ministry. He 
brilliantly challenges us to build our home on the rock of  Scripture rather 
than the moving sands of  modern-day culture. His biblical references are 
right on target. How he and his wife are passionately parenting their own 
children is nothing short of  inspiring. His authenticity oozes from these 
pages. He can teach us how to have a “heart connection” with our kids 
because he and Angela are doing just that. 

In this book you will learn and then apply these principles and more…

- Build your parenting upon a foundation. It’s all about priorities, devel-
oping a plan and staying focused on what is most important.

- Be intentional. Praying for and with your children, celebrating 
their milestones, and bringing faith conversations into the home 
are all habits of  the heart that come by being proactive. 

- Keep your priorities in order. We are reminded to put God first as 
well as be faithful to our commitment to our spouse and not 
have a child-focused marriage. 

Nobody said parenting was going to be easy. Frankly, there are times 
when really good parents have kids who still rebel. But all authorities tell 
us that when parents develop an intentional spiritual plan, they have a 
much better potential of  raising children who will love God, love their 
neighbor, and teach those same truths to the next generation. You have 
made a great decision to read this book.  Blessings on your home. 

Jim Burns, PhD
President, HomeWord
Author of  Confident Parenting, Teenology,  
and The Purity Code
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PReFace

I walked her to the end of  my driveway and watched her shuffle 
down the street to hang out at a friend’s house. As I watched my 

daughter get farther and farther away and then finally go into the house 
I contemplated the moment as a picture of  our family life with our 
children. It stirred in me a sense of  urgency and longing to love more 
and lead well in the days that Angela and I have with our children 
before they launch into life outside of  our home. As I walked back up 
my driveway a tear came to my eye as I longed to live every moment 
possible with my kids and give them the best gift a parent could give: a 
deep, life-altering faith in Jesus Christ.

If  you are reading this book, you share my sentiment. We all want 
to make the most of  the time we have with our children. As Christian 
parents, we long to pass on a biblical faith to our children that will trickle 
into the generations to come. We desire to help our children know the 
Bible and follow Christ while living in a world that values neither. The 
question is how?

I am not a parenting expert. Consider me a fellow sojourner who 
is struggling to be a godly, biblically driven, husband and parent. As a 
pastor, I have the privilege of  working with all types of  families and 
learning from their experiences. Whether they have a brand new baby, 
four kids and a dog, high school students, or kids that have grown up 
and left home; broken, blended, single, traditional, whatever… they all 
have a common need. They need a plan for influencing their children 
biblically.

The Legacy Path is just that. It is a plan for intentional spiritual parenting. 
I have been equipping parents to walk this path for years now and I have 
seen first hand how God meets families that intentionally pursue Him 
in the every day of  life.

The Legacy Path is bigger than just our kids. The journey you are about 
to take is likely to impact many generations to come. I want my children 



and my grandchildren and their children to set their hope in God. I 
am discovering that how we lead our children now matters even to the 
generations we will never know. That simple truth astounds me. As you 
discover spiritual parenting consider the words of  the Psalmist as he 
considers biblical legacy.

I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from old, things that 
we have heard and known that our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from 
their children but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of  the Lord, and his 
might, and the wonders that he has done. He has established a testimony in Jacob and 
appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers to teach their children, 
that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and 
tell them to their children, so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the 
works of  God, but keep his commandments. —Psalm 78:2–7



Chapter 1

the theology of legaCy

i know what you’re thinking. You picked up a book on parenting not theology. 
 Sometimes the word “theology” itself  intimidates people. It really 

should not. Theology literally means “the study of  God.” Why start a 
parenting book with theology? In a world of  relativism it is important 
for parents to know the unchanging truth of  God and His plan to build 
faith into the next generation. Passing on a legacy of  biblical faith to the 
next generation has always been a part of  God’s plan.

Permit me to start at the root of  our Christian faith. The Scripture 
teaches that God heard the cry of  the Hebrew people, as they were 
held in bondage to Egypt for 400 years.1 God loved the Hebrew people 
as His chosen ones. He often calls them His children.2 He raised up a 
Hebrew Egyptian prince turned Bedouin shepherd named Moses to 
bring His people out of  Egypt and into what the Bible calls “the best 
of  all the lands,” and “a land flowing with milk and 
honey.” A land with “houses you did not build” 
and “orchards and vineyards you did not plant.” 
He wanted His children to have the best.3 It was 
more than land though. He wanted His children, 
the people of  Israel, to do life His way because it 
was best for them.

God made a covenant with His people much like 
a marriage. He said, “You will be my people and I will be your God.” 
The Israelite people consummated the marriage by stating they would 
love God by keeping His instructions. The people told stories of  the 
greatness of  God; how He parted the Sea of  Reeds and delivered them 

Passing on a 
legacy of biblical 
faith to the next 
generation has 
always been a part 
of God’s plan.
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from the Egyptians, guiding them into a land promised to them as part 
of  the covenant. They remembered His greatness and recognized that 
He was God and they were not; at least for a little while. Soon they 
forgot their Deliverer and began chasing gods like Baal and Asherah, 
sacrificing their own children like the pagans. What happened? How did 
God’s children become a generation of  people worshiping the fictitious 
gods of  the pagans?

It only took a few years. One generation of  God’s people walked off  
the path of  biblical legacy. 

As God was helping His people detox from 400 years of  Egyptian 
influence, He demonstrated how they should live as detailed in the first 
five books of  the Bible. He gave clear instructions for how to propagate 
a culture that would live His way throughout the generations. God’s plan 
for spiritual formation is clearly stated in Deuteronomy 6:4-9.

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God the Lord is one. You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You 
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of  them when you 
sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be 
as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of  your 
house and on your gates.”

Deuteronomy 6 is the essence of  the legacy path. One generation 
passing down the faith to the next in the every day of  life. The plan is 
simple. A generation of  adults loves God with every fiber of  their being 
and demonstrates what that kind of  life looks like by merely living in 
plain view of  the younger generation. Part two of  the plan is that a 
generation of  parents intentionally teaches the Words of  God diligently 
to their children in the normal aspects of  life, like just sitting at home 
or walking along the street or going to bed and getting up.4 It only takes 
one generation of  parents to forsake their role as faith trainers for a 
culture passionate about God to turn from Him and embrace the gods, 
the belief  systems, and lifestyle of  the pagans. Could this be happening 
in our generation?
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What iS the LeGacy Path?
According to the dictionary legacy is “anything handed down from the 

past, as from an ancestor or predecessor.”5 Generally this is true. We are all 
handing down a certain legacy to our children whether authentically God 
filled, absolutely hypocritical, or devoid of  His truth. Biblical legacy is 
more than that. Biblical legacy involves molding the heart and soul of  the 
younger generation by passing them faith in the God of  our fathers and 
a life characterized by His presence. A path is, “a way beaten, formed, or 
trodden by others.”6 The legacy path is an intentional way to lead the next 
generation to faith in Jesus in the way trodden by others. A path always 
has a destination. In this case the journey produces a new generation 
of  Christ-followers living according to a biblical 
worldview and able to pass the faith on to the next 
generation. The journey produces a generation of  
children emerging as adults who know how to love 
God and love people and equip their own sons and 
daughters to do the same. The legacy path changes 
the culture, as we know it, moving our children and 
grandchildren toward life God’s way instead of  life 
as is often right in the eyes of  the world.

What Is God’s Role?
Sometimes I am mortified that I will mess up the whole “daddy” thing. 

In Christendom we place so much emphasis on being a good parent 
that we often forget we are utterly dependent on the perfect Father. 
This should bring an overwhelming sense of  shalom to you as a parent. 
I use the word shalom for a reason. Shalom is often translated into 
English as “peace.” While basically true this is not the whole meaning 
of  shalom. When we rely on God to help us as parents we depend on 
the author and model of  legacy. We cling to a God who knows what to 
do and how to lead us on the really good days and really bad days. The 
essence of  shalom is a peace and an indescribable contentment that 
comes from a keen awareness and faith in God who is in control. I find 
shalom in understanding God’s role in the passing of  the faith to the 
next generation, especially when I am a lousy father.

The legacy path is 
an intentional way 
to lead the next 
generation to faith 
in Jesus in the way 
trodden by others.
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god is the master planner
We do not make our own path. God is the architect of  the brilliant 

plan to capture the hearts of  the generations. God instituted the family. 
Marriage was His idea (Genesis 2:21-25). Children are His blessing to 
us just as we are a blessing to Him (Psalm 127:3-5). From the very 
beginning God designed the family as the vehicle to pass on a heritage 
of  faith, a godly legacy to the next generation. Consider the original 
promise to Abraham in Genesis. Listen to the language as you read in 
Genesis 17:4-7:

“Behold my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of  a 
multitude of  nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of  a multitude of  
nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, 
and kings shall come from you. And I will establish my covenant between me 
and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations 
for an everlasting covenant to be God to you and to your offspring after 
you.” 

In His sovereignty God constructs the foundation of  biblical 
faith on the heart of  a righteous man. In the eyes of  God, Abraham 
becomes a father who is a conduit for God’s spiritual formation plan 
for the generations. Without Abraham, you and I would know nothing 
of  Christ. Without Abraham the biblical accounts that comfort and 
encourage the heart of  the Christian would be lost. In a sense… no 

father, no legacy of  faith. God gives Abraham an 
unbreakable promise and a true story to tell the 
generations beginning with his own family. It does 
not end there. God becomes Abraham’s Father 
leading him, providing everything His son needs 
for the journey. On the legacy path, God does not 
leave us alone as parents trying desperately to hurl 
a legacy of  faith into the next generation. 

shepherd and guide
Repeatedly in the Scriptures God describes Himself  as our shepherd. 

In a passage on the greatness of  God, Isaiah describes the Father this 

God is the architect 
of the brilliant 
plan to capture 
the hearts of the 
generations.
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way. “He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; 
he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.” 7 John, 
a close disciple of  Jesus, records the words of  the King in John 10:11. 
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” Gone 
are the days that this imagery connects with the average Westerner but 
it is crucial for us as parents to understand.

Shepherds in the Eastern context of  the Bible don’t shepherd using 
four-wheelers or horses. They don’t drive sheep but instead they lead 
them. They walk among the flock. A good shepherd leads the sheep to 
the best places described biblically as green pastures, living water, refuge 
and shade. The shepherd cares for the sheep knowing each one of  them 
by name. He knows the personalities of  his sheep. Perhaps the greatest 
source of  comfort for me as a parent is the understanding that God as 
the Good Shepherd is a guide who leads me along paths I have never 
walked before. Let’s face it. We have to walk some unfamiliar, even scary 
paths as parents. He knows the way and He knows the obstacles along 
the path. He knows me. He knows my wife. He knows my kids. He 
knows the destination and He knows how to guide us there. As parents 
we need to follow the Good Shepherd. Clearly part of  God’s role on 
the legacy path is to shepherd us and guide us as parents leading our 
children to embrace life in Christ. Since God developed the plan He 
knows the path! That makes Him the perfect guide. We (my wife and 
I) take enormous comfort in knowing we are not alone as we lead our 
children spiritually. We follow the best Shepherd!

your father
I often forget what it means to be a child. In the serious world of  

being a husband and father, ministering to people and studying God’s 
Word, what a joy it is to find that I still get to be a kid…and not just any 
kid. I am one of  God’s kids. John 1:12-13 says, “But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who 
were born, not of  blood nor of  the will of  the flesh nor of  the will of  man, but of  
God.” Wrap your mind around this for a second. You and I, if  we are 
repentant followers of  Christ, are children of  God. We are God’s kids. 
He is our Father. I think this is important for us to embrace even before 
we attempt to lead our own children in the faith. 
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What does it mean to have a father in God and to be His child 
even as we are parents ourselves? Having a father and being His child 
comes with privilege and responsibility. At its core the Father and child 
relationship between God and His people can be described in one word: 
love. A quick study of  a familiar passage shows just what kind of  love 
God expends toward His people. You know The Ten Commandments. 
Consider Exodus 20:5. “You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 
Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of  the fathers on the children 
to the third and fourth generation of  those who hate me, but showing steadfast 
love to thousands of  those who love me and keep my commandments.” The word 
for hate in this verse is the Hebrew word “sane” meaning to move away 
from in terms of  distance. So the hater of  God is not so much the 
emotive and angry God hater but instead the one who distances himself  
from the Father. When we love God we “ahav” Him. This is also a term 
of  distance. “Ahav” is loving God in a way that we come closer to Him. 
When we love Him we take steps toward him by living His way as seen 
in the latter phrase of  the verse. The Father however loves us with a 
steadfast love. The Hebrew word is “chesod,” a completely different 
word for love than “Ahav”. “Chesod” is even more than steadfast love. 
It’s the only way God knows how to love. To quote my friend George 
DeJong, “He loves you full bore.”8 He never loves at a distance. He 
always loves us completely, all over us, and in our face. I need the love 
of  the Father to survive the journey and do my part on the legacy path. 
We have the best Father. Our job is to get our kids to hold hands with 
Him. I will mess up some days. He never will. He is the Father. He is the 
One who has loved you every day of  your life. He is your Father and He 
loves you full bore.

builder of heart connections
I remember holding Hailey, our firstborn daughter, minutes after she 

was born. You should know I truly do not cry very easily. As I held her, 
I looked at the miracle in my arms named Hailey and I wept tears of  
joy and tears of  love. The very same thing happened when Madelyn was 
born. When Eden came I thought I would be a pro and get through the 
moment without crying. How is it that I could love someone so much 
that I had only just met? It is because God built a heart connection 
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between Angela and me and our girls that manifested instantaneously. 
Angela would tell you and most moms would agree, that she sensed a 
deep heart connection the moment she realized a new life was growing 
in her womb. God is a builder of  heart connections between parents 
and their children.

Today I am riding a bus between Petra and Mount Nebo in modern 
day Jordan. I am huddled in the back corner writing as we travel the 
land of  the Bible. This morning I hiked down the ancient mountain 
passage way cut by the finger of  God leading to Petra, the ancient 
necropolis made famous by the Indiana Jones Trilogy. I rode a burro 
up the mountain and had lunch with the Sheik of  Petra at his invitation. 
When I get off  the bus I will hike to the top of  Mount Nebo and 
contemplate Moses’ thoughts as he looked into the Promised Land he 
would not enter. Exciting stuff! Yet today, my thoughts are with my fifth 
grade daughter who is graduating from elementary school. My heart is 
connected with hers spiritually and emotionally because our God is a 
builder of  heart connections.

protector of the name
God is passionately concerned about His renown and His namesake 

throughout the generations. “For my name will be great among the nations 
says the Lord of  Hosts,” in Malachi 1:11b. Since the beginning of  time 
God has been obsessed with helping each generation know His name. 
Romans 1:19-20 tells us that God hangs His Name in plain sight for 
all to see. “For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of  the world, in the things 
that have been made. So they are without excuse.” God begins by glorifying 
His Name in the creation we walk around in every day. Sometimes we 
are too busy to notice. As if  this were not enough, God reveals and 
glorifies His Name in life altering ways. Consider the words of  Jesus as 
he contemplated his impending death. “‘Now is my soul troubled. And what 
shall I say? ‘Father save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this 
hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven: ‘I have glorified it 
and I will glorify it again’” ( John 12:27-28). I think often we focus on the 
fact that Jesus died for the sins of  the world. That is certainly part of  it. 
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What we tend to forget is that as much as he loved us and died for our 
sins, he embraced trial, persecution, and crucifixion to glorify the Name 
of  the Most High God.

God’s extreme efforts to make His name famous in each and every 
life brings us much needed encouragement as the primary faith trainers 
of  our children. Get this. As much as we are concerned about leading 
our children to walk with Christ, the Creator of  the Universe is even 
more so! The Lord is intimately involved in their lives as their Creator, 
their Father, and their Good Shepherd. He is passionate about glorifying 
His Name in their lives. I am so excited He is at work perfectly in my 
daughters’ lives even when I am sleeping. He wants them to know His 
Name and He wants them to be champions for Christ. We can trust the 
Father to glorify His Name in the lives of  our children.

radically dependable
Malachi 3:6 says, “For I the Lord do not change.” An old man bound to 

a wheel chair lived in a brownstone somewhere in the Northeast. Every 
day the man would wheel himself  to his little balcony to watch an ever-
changing world hurriedly go by on the street below. An author lived in 
the unit just below the old man. Each day he would grab a cup of  coffee 
walk outside and look up at the old man. “What’s the good news?” he 
would ask the man watching the world go by. “Middle C,” the old man 
would answer. “Middle C?” the author inquired. “Yes sir, Middle C. The 
choir may be off  a bit on Sunday, you may lose your job tomorrow, and 
who knows what world event will change the economy in a millisecond. 
Middle C was Middle C 3000 years ago, it is Middle C today, and it will 
be Middle C three thousand years from now.” In a quickly changing 
world it is important to know we serve a God, who like Middle C, never 
changes. He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

The unchanging nature of  God makes Him radically dependable 
when it comes to fulfilling His role on the legacy path. We can trust 
Him to do His part. He never changes. This has certain magnificent 
implications. When you have the worst day of  your life as a parent, 
God does not change. When your child becomes a teenager and 
morphs before your eyes, God does not change. Whether it is the best 
of  times or the worst of  times, God does not change. He is radically 
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dependable. We parent in a world that is always 
changing. We navigate turbulent waters and lead 
our children through treacherous wilderness. Take 
comfort in the fact that God does not change. He 
will do His part in the life of  your children! He 
always has been and always will be the lead role on 
the legacy path.

WhaT Is Our rOle On The leGacy PaTh?
Our God is a big God. The biggest says the Scripture. I think because 

He is so big that we, as His kids, are expected and empowered to dream 
big dreams and to pray big prayers. I have an incredibly huge dream. I am 
dreaming of  a new generation of  Christ-followers who live to love God 
passionately and to love people practically in every aspect of  life. I am 
dreaming of  a day when the Western culture makes a dramatic change 
because the leaders of  that culture consider the Words of  God before 
they make decisions. I am praying for God to give us a generation. It 
will only take one to radically change the culture. Can you imagine a day 
when family is restored in our culture because young adults approach 
marriage and family biblically? Can you imagine a day when the priorities 
of  the great nations of  the world reflect the priorities of  God? Believe 
it or not your role as a parent in this legacy journey is potentially that 
cataclysmic. 

follow dangerously
Christianity is not a passive faith. It requires action on our part. Our 

culture suggests that Christianity is a religion equal in value to every 
other religious preference. It is possible to view Christianity, as a box 
to check off  that requires Sunday morning church attendance and not 
much else. This, however, is not the Christianity of  the Bible. When 
defining what it means to be a Christian, Jesus said, “If  anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself  and take up his cross daily and follow me.” 9 These 
words convey a much different lifestyle than the meager Christianity of  
church on Sunday. 

The next generation needs to see their parents following Christ 

Whether it is the 
best of times or the 
worst of times, God 
does not change. 
he is radically 
dependable.
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dangerously. It is incredibly uncomfortable and counter-cultural to 
follow Christ in the everyday of  life. Jesus describes it as picking up the 
same instrument of  death used to crucify Him and completely denying 
yourself. Perhaps this is your most important role in the legacy project: 
living a holistically Christian life based on a biblical worldview. Our kids 
need to see what it looks like to follow Christ more than they need 
to hear what it is like. You and I are the models of  following Christ. 
I would like to say that I find this easy but I do not. I struggle with 
telling my kids to follow me as I follow Christ because there are days 
I completely mess it up. It is a struggle to pick up my cross and deny 
myself  daily. This is what it takes to follow Christ and to lead the next 
generation to do the same. We need to follow dangerously close to the 
Good Shepherd. Sometimes the King asks us to be so close to Him that 
we have to exercise great faith, pray horrendous prayers, and endure 
intense struggle only for the sake of  others. Following this way can be 
dangerous but it is also inspiring. Our kids will believe our faith when 
they see us struggling to follow dangerously with great faith. Even as 
Abraham went to a land far off, Noah built an Ark, David threw a rock 
at a giant, and Jesus endured a cross, we also are called to live with 
enormous faith. How are you following? How does your life describe 
Christianity to your children? Questions worth your time as you connect 
with your role in the journey along the legacy path. 

love god passionately
What does it mean to love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, 

and strength as Jesus stated in Mark 12:29-30? In a world of  convenient 
Christianity we certainly do not naturally embrace an all-consuming 
form of  the faith. In fact our Western version of  Christianity has 
influenced a generation of  Christians to live a compartmentalized form 
of  the faith that does not reflect the essence of  following Jesus. When 
we allow Jesus kingship over only certain compartments of  our lives 
we are able to justify a way of  life that is appalling to our Lord who 
gave everything. This is how we can go to church every Sunday and yet 
refuse to love our neighbor. This is how a person can memorize The 
Ten Commandments and yet cheat on income tax or commit adultery. 
In my view compartmentalized Christianity allows the individual to be 
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king or queen and removes Christ from the throne of  our lives in a 
sinful exercise of  free will. As followers of  Christ we must walk as he 
walked and live as he lived. Jesus says in John 14:15, “If  you love me, you 
will keep my commandments.”

In order to love God passionately we must deal with the issue of  the 
supremacy of  Christ. The Bible teaches that Jesus has been and always 
will be part of  the Godhead composed of  the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. “He is the image of  the invisible God, the firstborn of  all creation. 
For by him all things were created in heaven, and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities–all things were created 
through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. And he is the head of  the body, the church. He is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.”10 

Loving God passionately means bowing to Jesus as King and submitting 
to His graceful preeminence in our lives. It is only when we follow Him 
as King that we love Him by obeying His commandments. When we see 
Him as King and live according to the principles of  His Kingdom, our 
children will follow in time. The strongest Christian parents are those 
who remain explicitly humble and responsive before Jesus the King.

love my spouse biblically
I have often thought the world has it backwards when it comes to 

family. Have you ever noticed that when people have children they put 
all of  their energy, time, and money into the development of  the kids? 
It’s the way of  the world. Who doesn’t want to give their kids the best, 
right? On the other hand, if  we are going to do this family thing God’s 
way we must prioritize our spouse over our children. Buried in a passage 
on how to love like Jesus does, we find clear instruction for loving in 
the context of  family. The Scripture addresses husbands and wives first. 
God does this because the foundation of  the family is biblical marriage. 
Ephesians 5:22-23 says, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 
For the husband is the head of  the wife even as Christ is the head of  the church…” 
Quickly the Scripture turns to husbands saying, “Husbands, love your wives, 
as Christ loved the church and gave himself  up for her.” 11 What is it like for a 
child to watch as his father, not perfectly but consistently, loves his wife 
sacrificially? What does a child learn as her mother demonstrates a loving 
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submission to a husband who loves with the heart of  a servant? This is a 
unique model of  marriage in our culture. It is a model of  marriage God’s 
way. When we love our spouses biblically we give our children security, 
stability, and important insight into how he or she should approach 
relationships and family in the years to come. There is nothing quite as 
impactful to the next generation as parents who authentically love each 
other according to God’s design. Biblical marriage is central to legacy.

love my children biblically
The legacy path requires parents to love their children biblically. 

Most parents in the world love their kids. Biblical love is more than a 
feeling expressed by giving our children opportunities or good gifts. 
The Ephesians passage describing how to love like Jesus goes on to 
suggest an interesting aspect of  parental love: intentionality. “Fathers, do 
not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction 
of  the Lord.” 12

I have often contemplated this verse in light of  my journey as a 
parent. There are many times I provoke my children to anger. This type 
of  exasperation occurs when I expect my children to think or live a 
certain way and they do not. Sometimes they feel my disappointment 
or anger in a way that hurts them but indicts me. You see, they are 
provoked to anger either because I have not taught them how to live in 
the particular situation or because they followed my lead and found that 
I was living hypocritically as they experienced discipline for acting like 
me. I think this is the way Christian parents exasperate their children. 

Instead, to love them biblically, we have to take the time to teach 
them how to live according to the Scriptures and we have to live 
authentically in the very things we are teaching. We are to bring them up 
in the discipline and instruction of  the Lord. Ask yourself  this question. 
How are you intentionally bringing up your child in the discipline and 
instruction of  the Lord beyond bringing them to church on Sunday? 
Most of  the trek takes place the other six days of  the week.

become the primary faith influencer and guide
No one has been designed as perfectly as you to be the primary faith 

influencer in the life of  your child. It is God’s design for parents to 
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influence the faith of  their children for a lifetime. We, as parents, have 
a high calling to lead our children to walk with Christ. This is the most 
seminal aspect of  the legacy path. Remember how the theology of  
legacy started? “You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk 
of  them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you 
lie down, and when you rise.” 13 The pursuit of  this process and this aspect 
of  intentional parenting is our focus for the remainder of  the book. 
How can I be the kind of  primary faith trainer who teaches my child to 
embrace an authentic life in Jesus? This is the question of  the hour and 
its answer is the crux of  the legacy path. So where do we start?
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thouGhtS FoR diScuSSion With youR SPouSe oR SMaLL GRouP

1. What is “The Legacy Path”?

2. Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9. How is this plan for discipleship evident in your family life?

3.  What is God’s role in “The Legacy Path”? How can you trust He will do His part?

4.  What is your role in “The Legacy Path”? What are you doing well and what are you neglecting 
related to your role?
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5.  If you are married how would you describe your relationship with your spouse?

6.  Read Ephesians 5:22-33. How does your marriage relationship demonstrate this design for 
biblical marriage?

7.  What does it mean to love our children biblically?




